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The Ritual 


GROWING 
UP IN THE 
PLEASURE 


ON TOP OF 
BE ALIE  CONCOCTING 
TO ФАУ MEDICINES, 


IM NOT IVE MADE DISTRICT, 
WELL- | COSMETICS 22 LEARN 
ON THE Сы MAKEUP 
WHETHER 


YOU LIKE 
/T OR 
NOT. 


I'M 
THE ONE 
IN NEED 
OF IT. 


AND А 
FAIR FEW 
OF THEM 
| HAVE BEEN 
| INCITED BY 
| BEWITCH- 
INGLY 
BEAUTIFUL 


HISTORY 
/2 RIFE 
WITH 

TRIVIAL 


WANT TO 
SEE THE 
COUNTRY N 
ልህ UNADORNED 
? PERSON 
Y ALONE, 
ША POSSESSES | 
| BEAUTY THAT 
TRANSCENDS 
GENDER. 


TO 
FURTHER 
ACCENT 
THIS 
APPEAL 
WITH 
MAKEUP 


Ж THING?! 


ERI 


ABSURD 
SCENARIO GOOD 


THROUGH 
YOUR HEAD 
THIS TIME? 
I CAN ONLY 

IMAGINE... 


THE 
STUFF ON 
YOUR FACE... 
HOW DO YOU 


WHEN IN 
NEED OF A | | 
MUCH DARKER | II so THIS 
SHADE, 1 ADD | /5 ABOUT 
IN CHARCOAL | МЕР 
OR ROUGE. 
I DRY CLAY, 
PULVERIZE 
IT, THEN MIX 
THE POWDER 
WITH OIL. 


THIS I2 
ALL I HAVE 
LEFT AT THE 

MOMENT, BUT 
I CAN MAKE 
MORE IF YOU 
GIVE ME ONE 
NIGHT. 


A TONIC 
OR POTION 
THAT COULD 
CHANGE MY 
APPEARANCE 
WOULD BE 

TERRIBLY 
CONVENIENT, 
SHOULD YOU 

KNOW OF 

ANY. 


I THINK 
THIS SHADE 
12 A BIT TOO 

DARK FOR 
YOUR SKIN. 


IF IT'S і ІРА 
POSING ; 2] „ФАС || PERMANENT 
ASA c QUERING CHANGE 
COM- YOUR FACE WOULD 
MONER | WOULD DO SUIT... 

THAT до, | THE TRICK. 


„I YOU'RE 
THINK AFTER... 
WE 
COULD 
MAKE |ፐ 
WORK. 


MAKE ME 
LOOK LIKE A 
COMPLETELY 

DIFFERENT 

PERSON. 


| | NO IDEA 
BEST TO #22 WHAT 
JUST KEEP HE'S UP 
ከፈ re ን. TO THIS 
TO ASK. 


Х 
TOLD. AN; 


NOW 
THATS 
A LUXURY 
AFFORDED 
ONLY TO 
NOBILITY. 


I WAS SIMPLY 

CONSIDERING 

THAT YOU LOOK 
LOVELY ONCE 
AGAIN TODAY, 

MY GOOD ALREADY 

SIR. WEARING 

ል SCOWL, 

AND THE 

DAY HAS 
YETTO [E 
BEGIN. 


1 SPEAK 


ONLY THE 
TRUTH. 


YOU'RE 
SURE YOU 
WANT TO 
BECOME 
ANOTHER 
PERSON? 


REALLY 
OM | 2০257 
THAT'S WHAT 5: | ей 
I'VE BEEN ДІ መይ 
SAYING SINCE ان‎ vos 
LAST NIGHT! JN ^2 


IN THAT 
CASE, 
PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
MY IMPER- 
TINENCE, 
SIR. 


ARE YOU 
NOT IN THE 
MOOD TO 
WORK THIS 
MORNING? 


OPPOSITE, 
ACTUALLY. 
BECAUSE 


PREPARED 
ANP THEN 
SOME. 


I VERY 
MUCH 
DOUBT THE 


OVERSEAS 15 |. 
WITHIN THE 
PURVIEW OF 
SOMEONE 

OF THAT : 
STANDING. / 


SOMETHING у. 
A JUNIOR 1 Іш 
MINISTER 2 СОММОКЕК 
WOULD NY] WOULD BURN 
` SUCH FINE 


WEAR M 
у CASUALLY. INCENSE. 


SINCE IT'S 
NECESSARY IN 
IDENTIFYING 
MEDICINAL 
HERBS FROM 
POISONOUS 


ONES, MY 

NOSE HAS 

CAUSE TO 

BE KEENER 
THAN MOST. 


8 то 
መ MASK THE 
PERFUMED 
PUNGENT 
SCENT ON 
THAT HAS | CENT C 
YET TO BE - 
WASHED 
WOULD BE 
BEST, IF 
POSSIBLE. 


WE'LL 
NEED 
TO GET 
YOU INTO 
DIFFERENT 
ROBES, TO 


CARE OF; 
LET'S SEE 
TO YOUR 
HAIR. 


WHAT = 
IN THE 
WORLD 
IS THAT 

? 


y 


OIL AND 


тне WILL 

| 409 DULL THE 
| SHEEN AND 

Бе) COARSEN THE ዎማ 


AVERAGE 
FOLK DON’T 
BATHE EVERY 

DAY, AFTER 
ALL. 


SQUIRM 


t መክ) 
et 


ott 
SURELY 
WE DONT NY! 
HAVE TO 60 
AS FAR AS 
TYING HIS 
HAIR WITH A 
SCRAP OF ¢ 
CLOTH LIKE 
THAT TOO? 


COMMONERS 
WILL USE 


ANYTHING 
CLOSE 
AT HAND 
FOR THIS 
PURPOSE. 


„© 
THIS TRULY 


SA H PLEASE 
\fl TAKE OFF 
YOUR 


ll CLOTHES. 


FOR 
SUCH A 
HEAVENLY 
BEAUTY 
OFA 
EUNUCH 


PROPOR- 
TIONED AND 
MUSCULAR 
OF BUILD. 


HEAVEN'S 
NAME 
WILL YOU 
DO WITH 


ВЕРОКЕ 


SIR JINSHI 
TO CHANGE 
His BODY ДЪ 


GAO SHUN, 
PLEASE WRAP 
THE TOWELS 

AROUND HIM, IF 
YOU WOULD. 


SEEING 
JINSHI’S 
HEAD 
ATOP THIS 
SHAPELESS 
BODY [5 


MIGHTY 
STRANGE. 


SHUT I MADE 
JOUR WE SHOULD A QUANTITY 
EYES BE ABLE ТО OF MAKEUP 
FOR ME ሪ GIVE YOU THE IN DARKER 
PLEASE. á SUNTANNED SHADES TO 
LOOK OF A YOUR SKIN. 
COMMONER 
WITH IT. 


EVEN 
TOUCHING 


MIND THE 


SHADOW 1 LIKE THIS, 
HIS SKIN 15 
I WONDER BEARD, BEYOND 


JUST HOW THERE'S 
ALLURING NOT А 
HED LOOK PORE IN 

IF I DID HIM SIGHT. 
UP LIKE А 
WOMAN... 


17 
NEVER 
FORGIVE 
MYSELF FOR 
MISSING SUCH 
AN OPPOR- 
TUNITY! 


IM 
50 GLAD 
ITS JUST 


CRISIS ON HIM 
ON OUR NOW... 
HANDS. 


IS SOME- 
THING THE 
МАТТЕК? 


ІШІ 
"H 


MERE TOUCH 
OF ROUGE 
ON HIS LIPS 

TO PRODUCE 
THAT RESULT 


NO MATTER 
HOW SUBLIME 
SOME SIGHTS 
MAY BE, 
SOMETIMES 
THEY ARE 
BEST LEFT 
UNSEEN. 


ВЕТТЕК ТО 
ERASE WHAT 
I JUST SAW 
FROM МУ 
MEMORY. 


PULL 
YOURSELF 
TOGETHER, 
МАОМАО. 


ኛን TO START, 
THICKEN АМР USING 2০০14 
LENGTHEN HIS A DARKER ም ር መጋ 
EYEBROWS TO SHADE OF SS 
ALTER THEIR هق‎ li THE STUFF 
SHAPE. \ GIVE HIM. / 


CIRCLES 
UNDER 
THE 

N EYES. 


DRAW 
/МЕОМЕ 
DISTINCTIVE 
TRAITS, LIKE 
MOLES АМР 
SUCH, THAT. 
HE DOESNT, 
АС TUALLY ቂስ 

HAVEN 


THAT 
লও CONCLUDES 
LP THE MAKEUP 


I GUESS IT 
WOULDN'T 
DO FOR 
HIM TO HAVE 
LONG, PALE, 
DELICATE 


THEY RE 
QUITE 
FINE AND 
MASCU- 
LINE. 


I THOUGHT 
НЕТ ONLY 
BE IN THE 
HABIT OF 
LIFTING 
NO WRITING 
NEED TO | BRUSHES AND 
ASK STUPID CHOPSTICKS, 
QUESTIONS. NOTHING Å 
HEAVIER... 


I PACKED 
MAKEUP 
UNDER YOUR 
FINGERNAILS 
TO GIVE THEM 
THAT AIR OF 
UNCLEANLI- 
NESS. 


иск 
ል LITTLE 
AND WET 
YOUR LIPS, 
THEN DRINK 
IT DOWN 
SLOWLY. 


IT 
WILL CAUSE 
YOUR MOUTH 
AND THROAT 
TO SWELL, 
CHANGING 
THE SOUND 
OF YOUR 


YOU THAT 
IT'S NOT 
POISON- 

OUS. 


AND SCENT 

MIGHT ВЕ | c 2 

UNRECOG- J IS WHAT 

= ; 7 ФАУЕ 

JINSHI IS 

А MIX OF 

ነ SEVERAL 
: KINDS OF 

Ва ТАТ и, | 2 IRRITANTS. 

VOICE OF Ж. 

HIS COULD 

BE A DEAD 

GIVEAWAY 

TO SOME. 


THE STUFF 
PALATABLE. 


AND 
FOR THE 
FINISHING 
TOUCH— 
COTTON 
WOOL. 


STUFF THESE 
INSIDE YOUR 
CHEEKS TO 
CHANGE THE " 


THAT'S 
IT! 


троувт 
АКУОКЕ 
WILL ВЕ 
ABLE TO 
RECOGNIZE 
YOU NOW, 
YOUNG 


MASTER. 


I GUESS 
THERE 
JUST NO 
HIDING 
SUCH 
SUPREME 
NATURAL 
GIFTS. 


MANAGED 
72 TURN 
HIM INTO AN 
„ВИТ AVERAGE, IF 
НЕ STILL | UNKEMPT, 
HAS THE MAN... 
AIR OF A 
HANDSOME 
YET JOLLY 
LOVER. 


TIME FOR 
А LONG: 
AWAITED 
TRIP HOME 
ТО THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT... 


AFTERNOON 
SPENT CON- 
COCTING MY 
BELOVED 
BREWS AND 
POTIONS! 


SHUN 
HARDLY 
EVER 
SMILES. 


AS IT 
HAPPENS, 
YOU AND SIR 
JINSHI WILL 
BE GOING 
IN THE SAME 
DIRECTION. 


ОН МО, 

I ALMOST 

| SAID THAT 
ALOUD! 


SUSPICIONS 
AND MAKE 
Å YOUR PAINS- 
TAKINGLY } 
ELABORATE 


HE'S 
ALL FOR SEEN IN THIS 
NAUGHT? DISGUISE WITH 
A HIS REGULAR 
ATTENDANTS 


E 


EX N 
ኢነ Lë 


№ 


w. 


WHAT 15 
47 WITH THIS ы | NOT AGREE, 


TURN OF ዳ SIR JINSHIP 
EVENTS?! 


| 


ገርሙ 


С. 


AA 


MIND 


d H 
„ТАМ 1 
ALREADY ...PRAY 

„501 WELI-KNOWN WHILE AN FORGIVE ME FOR 
THINK IT AS YOUR UNASSUMING SPEAKING OUT 
WOULD ВЕ PERSONAL қ MASTER OF TURN, BUT MY 
BEST IFI МАР IN SOME CERTAINLY COMPANY WOULD 
DIDN'T GO — QUARTERS... OUGHT TO BE NOT BETTER THE 
WITH YOU, а та ACCOMPANIED SITUATION. 
JUST IN NG BY AN EQUALLY 


CASE... 72597 


Аба UNASSUMING 
uf = ፈኤ ATTENDANT... 


[TAL 


«PERHAPS 
YOU NEED 

A DISGUISE 
OF YOUR 


| 


I SENSE 
NOTHING 
BUT 
TROUBLE 
ON THE 
HORIZON. 


Chapter 28 


CALLING 
ME THAT. 


WHAT'S 
THE POINT 
OF ALL THIS 
IF YOU KEEP | 
ADDRESSING | 


ME BY MY 
ACTUAL 
NAME? 


POSTURE 
15 FAR ТОО 
STRAIGHT. 


THEN WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
HAVE ME 
CALL YOU 
INSTEAD? 


I THINK IT'S 
BEFITTING, 
GIVEN HOW 
YOU'RE 
DRESSED. 


27 i ME ARE HER 
SHE EVEN ٨ SN ..BUT THERE'S DAUGHTER'S 
TOOK THE | 3 NOTHING OLU- НАМР-МЕ- 
TIME TO FASHIONED DOWNS... 
DO UP МУ ABOUT THEM. 
HAIR WITH THE FABRIC, 
AN ORNA- THE DESIGN, 


MENTAL dts 4ለሯ THE 
HAIRPIN. ME MAKE ARE ALL 
: Д EXCEPTIONAL. 


LOOKING 
LIKE THIS, І 
COULD EASILY 
BE MISTAKEN 
FOR A YOUNG 
LADY FROM A 
WELL-TO-DO 
FAMILY. 


„BUT ITS NOT 

TO GO THE MOST 
OUT OF PECULIAR, I 
HIS WAY TO SUPPOSE... 

INCLUDE THE 

CHARACTER FOR 
“FLOWER” IN HIS 

РФЕИРОМУМ 
LEAVES МЕ AT 
А LOSS FOR 
WORDS. 


MAYBE 
I REALLY 
SHOULD'VE 
DISGUISED ITS THE 
HM AG Å å SAME WITH 
WOMAN [| mans NAME "Лен!" 
INSTEAD. || WOULD NOT TOO. 
TYPICALLY 
BE WRITTEN 
WITH THOSE 
CHARAC- 
TERS. 


I TAKE 
/7 BACK. 
THAT SHOULD 
BE AVOIDED 
AT ALL COSTS 
FOR THE SAKE 


OF WORLD 


А RESTAU- 
RANT JUST 


OUTSIDE THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


I'M 
MEETING 
SOMEONE 


I HAVE NO 


IDEA WHAT 
«ВИТ NOT SORT OF 
PRYING ACQUAIN- 
/2 THE TANCE 
WISEST WOULD 
MOVE /F I REQUIRE 
WANT TO SUCH А 
GET BY THOROUGH 


IN THIS DISGUISE... 


WORLD. 


WHATEVER 
THEY 


PERHAPS 
ALITTLE 
THOUGHT- 
LESS 
PRYING 
WOULDN'T 
GO AMISS. 


SIMMER 
THEM IN 
A BROTH 


WITH | 
CHICKEN! 


THEY'VE YES. | 


GOT 


“ЛО VA 
PERSONALLY 


ASK A SHOP- 
KEEPER TO 
BUTCHER A 

CHICKEN WHILE 

BRANDISHING 
A RADISH IN 
ONE HAND. 


YOU'RE 


GOING 
TO BUY 
ФЕО- 
CERIES... 
DRESSED 
Like 
THAT? 


ТНЕУКЕ 
SUCH NICE || 


THAT'S WHY, 
DESPITE 4 
BEING A FAS 
DOCTOR BOTH 
A GREAT 
WHO BY 
PHYSICIAN 
TRADE 
SHOULD AND A 
SKILLED 
APOTH- 


THOUGH 
IM SURE 
THAT IF HE WAS 
CRAFTY ON THE 
OLD MADAM VERGE OF E 
WOULD AT STARVING Ki 
LEAST SHOVEL TO DEATH 
SOME FOOD ሠ 
DOWN HIS 
THROAT. 


BUT НЕ 


HAS MUCH 
ТО LEARN IF 


HE THINKS АМ | 


ATTENDANT 


STREET IS 
FASCINAT- 
ING TO А 
PAMPERED 


BECAUSE 

I HAVEN’T 
ANYTHING IN 
PARTICULAR 
M TO TALK TO 


HEG THE 
ONE WHO 
TOLD МЕ 
7О ACT 
Ме DIFFER- 
SILENT. ENTLY! 


/ ша 


ZA 
ES | 


ТНЕ 
SAVORY 
CHICKEN 
SKIN AND 

THAT BURST 
OF OIL AND 


JUICES IN 
YOUR MOUTH 


GOOD 
THING 


SUIREN 
GAVE ME 
THIS PAPER 
TO TUCK 
INSIDE MY 
GOWN. 


SALTY AND 
DELICIOUS. 
FAR BETTER 
THAN WHAT 
PASSED FOR 
SKEWERS 
BACK AT THE 
ENCAMPMENT! 


I NEVER 


THOUGHT 
WHAT EUNUCHS un 
WOULD BRING WOULD ВЕ 
А EUNUCH ТО AN CALLED TO 
ENCAMPMENT PERFORM 
IN A TIME OF THE KINDS OF 


PEACE? N DUTIES USUALLY 
REQUIRED OF 


SOLDIERS. 


"WHAT - 
EVER THE 
REASON, IM 
NOT GOING 
TO BOTHER 
ASKING. 


| YOU TRYING 
TO GET RID 
OF ME AS 
QUICKLY AS 
POSSIBLE? 


SHALL 
WE HEAD 
|| Over ТО 
| THAT RES- 


CHICKEN WE РАЕТЕР 
FROM THAT WAYS, I WAS 
STALL. GOING TO 
RETURN 
TO THE 
MARKET... 


«THAT IT'S 
WRONG 
TO LEAVE 
SOMEONE 
WAITING. 


DON'T 


FIND LIFE x 


ARE YOU 


LOOKING > 


AT ME 
LIKE 
THAT? 


ADOPTIVE 
РАТНЕК 15 
KEEPING 
WITHOUT 
ME. 


I ASSUME 
IT'S A SIGHT 
BETTER THAN 
LIVING IN THE ኔ 

PLEASURE 

DISTRICT. 


THE ROOM 
IVE IVE BEEN 


EVEN BEEN GIVEN Is 
SMALL BUT 
OFFERED 4 
CHANGE OF CLEAN. 
ROOMS IF I 
DESIRE IT. 


20 
ዘሯ MUST 
HAVE LIVED 
ABROAD 
FOR QUITE 
A WHILE. 


HE KNOWS 
NOT ONLY 
TRADITIONAL 
HERBAL 
REMEDIES 
BUT WESTERN 
MEDICINE 
AS WELL. 


IM 
SURPRISED 
TO HEAR YOU 
CARE ABOUT 
SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN 
DRUGS AND 
POISONS... 


не ; 
SOUNDS M 
RATHER 


ADOPTIVE 
FATHER 15 
A MAN OF 
MEDICINE, 90 
IT WOULDN'T 
DO FOR HIM 
TO CROAK 


СОМРЕ- 
TENT... 


IT SEEMS 
HE EVEN 
STUDIED IN 
THE WEST IN 

HIS YOUTH, АФ 
IT HAPPENS. 


48 


YES, 
HE’S AN 
INCRED- 
IBLE 
MAN. 


THEY 
SAY THAT 


HEAVEN „НЕ MUST 

DOESN'T BE TRULY 

GRANT ል EXCEP- 

PERSON TIONAL. 
MORE 


„Вит THAN ONE 
РА 15 AN TALENT... 
EXCEPTION 
TO THAT 
RULE. 


ONLY 
THOSE 
HAND- 
PICKED 
ይሃ THE 
GOVERN- 
MENT ARE 
TYPICALLY 
GIVEN 
LEAVE TO 
STUDY 
ABROAD. 


“DESPITE 
THESE MANY 
BLESSINGS, 
HE WAS 
UNLUCKY 
ENOUGH TO 
HAVE HAD HIS 


ሠሃርጋሀጆ 
АРОРТМЕ 
РАТНЕК 
ISA 
EUNUCH? 


49 


DID 
I NEVER 
MENTION /T 
BEFORE? 


IF NOT 
FOR THAT, 
I DARESAY HE 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN FORCED 
TO MAKE HIS 
LIVING AS AN 
APOTHECARY IN 
THE PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


HIS 
BAD 
LUCK. 


THATS 
THE 
LONG 
AND 
SHORT 
OF IT. 


„ТИЕ 
МОТНЕК 
OF THE LATE 
EMPEROR— 
IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE 
FORMER 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER— 
HAD HIM 
MADE A 
EUNUCH. 


n 
1 


ТНЕ 
PLACE 
YOU'RE 
HEADED TO 
SHOULD BE 
AROUND 
HERE 
ФОМЕ- 


EATERY 
ON THE 
GROUND 
FLOOR 
WITH AN INN 
UPSTAIRG, 


THATS WHY 
HE WENT TO 
THE TROUBLE 

OF DONNING А 
DISGUISE AND 
MEANDERING 
THROUGH THE 

STREETS... 


০ 
EVEN 
EUNUCHS 
HAVE NEED 


THE "ODD 
DUCK” IN 
к QUESTION 
MUST 
BE THAT 
OFFICIAL 


~ ON JINSHI'S 
АШУ NERVES OF 
| | LATE. 


Орр риск... ! 
IN THANKS 


CITRUS 
WATER? 


FAMILIAR 
WITH THAT 


ARE YOU 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THE 
REGULARS OF 
VERDIGRIS? 


THAT'S 
CONFI- 
DENTIAL. E 


HOW 
WOULD ONE 
GO ABOUT 
LOWERING A 

COURTESAN'S | 
VALUE? 


WHAT 


А DIS- 
TASTEFUL 
THING TO 

ASK. 


„ESPE- 
CIALLY IN 
THE CASE 
OF HIGH- 
RANKING 
COURTE- 


AT 
VERDIGRIG, 
GIRLS IN 
TRAINING ARE 
GIVEN BASIC 
INSTRUCTION 


二 IN POETRY 
< № AND DANCE. 
1 
== 


THE LESS 
AVAILABLE A 
POPULAR GIRL 
19, THE GREATER 
THE DEMAND 
FOR HER, WHICH 
ARBITRARILY 
RAISES НЕК 
VALUE. 


ARE ANY 
NUMBER 
OF WAYS 
TO DO 
90... 


UNLIKE 
STREET- 
WALKERS, 
WHO MUST 
SEEK OUT 
CUSTOMERS 
NIGHTLY JUST 
TO GET ВУ... 


„РОК А ТОР 
COURTESAN, 
THE HIGHER 
HER RANK, 
THE FEWER |/ 
НЕК ENGAGE- 


THOSE 
WITH > 去 
POTENTIAL | AH 
START OUT 5 
DRINKING 
TEA WITH 
PATRONS, | _ ` Ú 
ENTER- K ` 
TAINING VIA Ж 
CULTURE 
INSTEAD. 


THERE ARE 
EVEN THOSE 
WHO REMAIN 
UNTOUCHED... 


YOU MIGHT 


SAY THAT 
THE DESIRE 
72 BE THE 
FIRST TO 
PLUCK 
46 EUCH A 
EVERY BLOOM... 
MAN'S 
P FANTASY. | 


THOSE 
WITHOUT 
PROSPECTS 
START SELLING 
THEIR BODIES 
AS SOON 
AS THEY 
MAKE THEIR 
DEBUT AS 
COURTESANS. 


AND 
OF THEM, 
THE GIRLS 
WHO EXCEL 
IN WIT, INTEL- 
LIGENCE, 
AND THE 
BY 
INTEN- ДЕТ. 
TIONALLY — "ZATION 
LIMITING — GROW 
ONE SUCH — STEADILY 
GIRLS WN VALUE. 
AVAILA- 
BILITY... 


«A ТОР- 
RANKING 
COURTESAN, 
WHOSE 
COMPANY 
OVER A 
MERE CUP 
OF TEA 
COSTS 
A YEARS 
WORTH OF 
SILVER, CAN 
BE MADE. 


ОКСЕ 
PLUCKED, 
THEIR VALUE 15 
IMMEDIATELY 
HALVED. 


FLOWERS 
ARE 
VALUABLE 
PRECISELY 
BECAUSE 
THEY ARE 
UNTOUCHED. 


SHOULD 
A PLUCKED 
FLOWER 
BECOME 
WITH CHILD, 
SHE WOULD 
BE NIGH 
WORTHLESS. 


YOU'VE 
GONE TO ФО 
MUCH TROUBLE 
TO DISGUISE 
YOURSELF. IF I 
WALK IN THERE 
WITH YOU, IT'LL 
ALL GO TO 
WASTE. 


IM SURE 
I MANAGED 
TO SAY 
ALL THAT 
WITHOUT 
LETTING MY 
FEELINGS 
SHOW. 


SHOULD'VE 
JUST GONE 


TO THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


HAVE BOTH 
A MEAL AND 
THE GIRL 
SERVING 
ІТ... 


Chapter 29 


Sypbilis 


Chapter 29 


SOMETHING 
THAT WAS 
SAID TO HAVE 
HAPPENED 
WHEN I WAS 


MORNIN’, 
PA. 


I 656 
ABLE TO 
TAKE THIS 
TIME FOR 
MYSELF 
BECAUSE 

SUIREN 
GAVE ME 

PERMISSION. 


VERDIGRIG 
FOR ME? 


LIFE 
GOES ON 
EVEN WHEN 
YOUR MASTER 
HAS A HOLIDAY 
FROM WORK, 
AFTER ALL. 


PERSONAL |: 

MAIDS | 
LIKE ME 
ARENT | 
NORMALLY |: 
ALLOWED ! 
DAYS OFF | 


THIS 15 
MY FIRST 
TRIP BACK 

SINCE I 

STARTED 
SERVING 

IN THE 

OUTER 

COURT. 


5০ 
WHAT DO 
YOU HAVE 
PLANNED 

FOR 
TODAY? 


ме 
0 


ዳለ DOWN || M 


ACORRI- | 
DOR THAT | 
p 2 | LOOKS OUT 
AN OUT- Ñ 7, 3 ONTO THE 
BUILDING Wie дере МАМСИКЕР 
COURTYARD... 


I'VE 
BROUGHT 
YOUR 
MEDICINE. 


TIME, SHE 
WOULD 
CHASE 

ME OFF 
OUT OF | 

HATRED... № 


HAD THAT 
KIND OF 
ENERGY. | 


GOOD 
MORNING. 


DID YOUR 
WORDS 
ABANDON 
YOU LONG 

AGO ТООР 


АМР YET, 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
ELSE WE 
CAN DO 
FOR HER. 
WE KNOW 
OF NO 
OTHER 
TREAT- 
MENTS. 


ONLY TO 
СОМТКАСТ 
SYPHILIS 
THROUGH 
SHEER 
М/ФЕОЕ- 
TUNE. 


ITS 
LESS 
TOXIC, 
AND ITS 


EFFECTS 
MORE 
POTENT... 


«ВИТ 

IN HER 
CURRENT 
STATE, ITS 
NOT MUCH ዎ 
HELP ОК ሠ 
CONSO- 
LATION. 


VERDIGRIS 
BUT те || OF TODAY Is 
VENERABLE 
PAST ISA ود‎ 
SORDID ONE, 
MARRED BY TO BE 
PARTICULAR 
EVENTS THAT 
ABOUT ITS 
TOOK PLACE CLIENTELE 
OVER A = 
DECADE 
EARLIER. 


ሠ/ወ A 
MEDICINE 
PA USES 
IN PLACE 
OF QUICK- 
SILVER AND 
ARSENIC. | 


NOW 
ALMOST 
40, THIS 

NOSE- 
LESS 


WOMAN 
m 
ONCE A 
CELEBRATED 
COURTESAN 
WHO WAS 
PAMPERED 
LIKE A 
PRINCESS. 


ADMINIG- 


TERING... 


BUT 


NOW THE IF SHE 
DISEASE 
| НАР ВЕЕМ 
| 15 DEEPLY 
| MEDICATED 
ROOTED, IN THE 
EATING AWAY 
EARLY 
AT BOTH 
STAGES 
HER "ЕЕ BODY DE THE 
AND HER 
MEMORY ME ILLNESS, 
TOO 15 4 PERHAPS 
| MANGLED SHE MIGHT 
AND HAVE BEEN 
CURED. 


WHEN РА || 
ARRIVED | 
AT THE 

BROTHEL 


HANNA ШІ IU | „РЕНЕ 
NN HAD BEEN | 
FRANK WITH 
HIM THEN, 
HE MIGHT 


HAVE DONE | 
SOMETHING THE 
ABOUT IT. DISEASE 


BUT NO ONE 
WAS QUICK 
TO TRUSTA 

EUNUCH WHO 
SUDDENLY 
APPEARED 

ONE DAY 
HAVING 
BEEN CAST 
OUT OF THE 
PALACE... 


ONCE AGAIN: 
ВКОКЕ OUT | 
ОМНЕК | 


„АМ? THE 
SORES 
WERE 
QUICK TO 
SPREAD. 


THAT SHE 

ENDED UP 
HERE AND 

NOT IN А 
DIRTY DITCH 
COULD BE 
TAKEN AS 

TESTAMENT 


INCENSE 
AND WIPE 
HER 
DOWN. 


eee OUT 
OF SIGHT 
ANP OUT 
OF MIND, 
AWAY FROM 
ALL THE 
REVELERS 
WHO COME 
CALLING. 


SHE'S 
BEEN 
SHUT 
UP IN 
HERE 
EVER 
SINCE... 


NORMALLY, 
COURTE- 
SANS WHO 
CAN NO 

LONGER 
WORK ARE 


IT НА5 А 
SLIGHTLY 


«ВИТ 
IT'S NOT 
USUALLY 
BURNED 

SINCE THE 
SMELL 
DOESN'T 
М/Х WELL 
WITH SOME 
MEDICINES. 


NOT 
ТО СОМЕ 
BACK OUT 

TO THE 

HALL. 


THERE'S 
SOME 
STRANGE 
MAN WITH A 
MONOCLE 
HERE. 


I KNOW 
JUST 
WHO 
SHE'S 

TALKING 
ABOUT, 
THIS 
ODD MAN 
WITH THE 
MONOCLE. 


Ñ „AND ID 

RUN INTO | увай 

NA ТО AVOID 

HERE, WG INTO ній 
THOUGH. WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE. 


Аы; < 
У“ Lë 


7 


" STUPID | 
WOMAN. 


THANKS 
FOR 
WAITING 
IN HERE, 
MAOMAO. 


HE 
BROUGHT 


HE'S 
INCOR- 
RIGIBLE, 


CREEP? 


LONG AS 
HE PAYS UP, 
THE OLD 
LADY МОМТ 
COMPLAIN. 


-.THAT MUST 
BE WHY SHE'S 
BEEN NAGGING 
ME THESE PAST 


FEW YEARS TO 
TAKE UP THE 
COURTESAN 

LIFE, HUH? 


I SHUDDER 
TO THINK OF 
HOW I WOULD 
ALREADY BE 
SOLD OFF TO 
THAT CRETIN 
BY NOW 
WERE I NOT 
EMPLOYED 
ELSEWHERE. 


WHAT 
MOST N 
COURTE- ' : || FROM 
SANS L ANOTHER 
REGARD M, ER PERSPEC- 
45 4 | TIVE, IT 
"PRIZED COULD BE 
MATCH” му SEEN AS 
M A PRIZED 
MATCH! 


IDEA HOW 
RARE ІТ 
15 FORA 
COURTE- | 
SAN... 


BECAUSE 
THE OLD BIDDY 
COULDN'T CARE 
LESS ABOUT 
THAT. ALL SHE 
GIVES A DAMN 
ABOUT 15 THE 
WEIGHT OF 
THE SILVER 
IN A MANG 
PURSE. 


ГМ SURE 
SHE'LL BE 
TRYING то 
| SELL ONE 
"о RE OF US OFF 
LL BEFORE 
LONG. 


WELL, 
SHE'S SAVING 
UP FOR HER 
BOAT FARE 
TO PARADISE, 
ФО WE САМТ 


BEORUDGE GA N 


NEARLY 30, 
MEME! IS 
AT THE AGE 
WHEN MOST 

COURTESANS 

CONSIDER 

RETIRING 
FROM THIS 
LIFE. 


HER 
BEAUTY 
„ВИТ IM HAS 
SURE THE YET ТО 
OLD MADAM FOR- 
WILL WANT АКЕ 
TO SELL HER... 


BEFORE 
ILL d 
KEEP LOOKS 
WORKING FADE. 
JUST A 
LITTLE 
WHILE 


LONGER. 


ANYTHING 
TO EARN 
GRANNY'S 


THAT GOT 
THERE THE 
WERE SENSE 
MIXED ሠ 
EMOTIONS 


5 
as: 
لو‎ PS 
d LEFT 
f e ) THAT, z O 

Å FEELING 
| ÅBEHIND ) 

SOME, г, 

WHERE... S 


- IT SEEMS 
„Вит 2 THE GIRL'S 
WAS THERE я 1" ን ADOPTIVE 
EVER SUCH ша FATHER IS А 
TALENT: EUNUCH AND 
MEDICAL MAN TRAINING А FORMER 
AMONG THE AE - oa 
2 ИД PHYSICIAN. 
EUNUCHS? AE “и! 
WOULD 
EXPLAIN HER 
EXPERTISE. 


FACT 19, 
ALL THE 


I THINK ያች | 


1 САМ /% E 5 INNER 
LEAVE | 7 РАГАСЕ 
HIM TO | mug Sm ARE 
LOOK ж 4 ЛАШ, 2 SUBPAR. 
INTO IT : 

FOR 

ME. 


BUT IF 
THERE'S 


Te 
WHAT THE 


APOTH- 
ЕСАКУ 5 THE 
DAUGHTER REA- 
=> SON 
FOR 
THIS 15 
А MAN WITH THE SIMPLE. 


QUALIFICATIONS 
TO BECOME A 
DOCTOR HAS NO 
NEED TO SUBMIT 
TO LOSING HIS 
MANHOOD JUST 
TO PLY HIS TRADE 
IN THE INNER 
PALACE. 


DON'T 
MIND 
ME! 
TLL 
INVITE 
MYSELF | / 
IN. 


DO YOU SAY 
WE PICK UP 
WHERE WE 
LEFT OFF 
WITH тне | 
STORY FROM |} 
THE OTHER 


I ASKED 
SOMEONE 


/ IN THE 


I HEAR, THE 
COURSE OF 
ACTION YOU 
TOOK WAS 
A TERRIBLY 
VILE ONE. 


ANP THE 
SPECULA- 
TION 15 А 
RATHER 
UNWEL- 
COME 
ONE. 


HIS 
URGING 
ME TO 
LEARN 
THE END 
OF THE 
STORY 
FROM 

SOMEONE 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THAT 
WORLD. 


TALK OF 
HIS OLD 
“FRIEND” 
AT THE 


I REFUSE 
TO TAKE 
GUFF 
FROM THE 
THIEF WHO 
SNATCHED 
AWAY MY 
PRIZE FROM 


АРОТНЕСАКУ 5 


IDEA OF WHAT 
THIS CUNNING 
LUNATIC MUST 


HAVE DONE. ) 
ከ 


ТНЕ КЕАЗОМ 
HE FIRST CAME 

ТО ME WITH EXPLAINS 

THAT STORY 
ABOUT BUYING 

OUT THE 

CONTRACT OF 

А VERDIGRIG 

COURTESAN, 
FOR ONE. 


BROTHEL. 


FROM 
WHAT THE 


GIRL SAID, 
I HAVE AN 


IT DOES 
ADD UE AG 
MUCH 42 
I HATE TO 
ADMIT IT, 

AND IT 


A LOT. 


ES 


Y 


WILE”? 


TOOK ME 
TEN YEARS 
TO FINALLY 
CONVINCE 
THAT 
MADAM. 


I DON'T TLL PAY 
FANCY WHATEVER 
MAKING YOU WISH. 


THE SAME 
MISTAKE 
AGAIN. 


ТНЕК 
I BELIEVE 
WE HAVE 
REACHED 
AN IMPASSE, 
YOUR 
HIGH- 
NESS. 


AS MUCH. ` 


„1 DO 
Й WONDER | 


TELL MY 
LITTLE GIRL | 


THAT TLL 
BE COMING 
TO SEE HER 

SOON? 


FATHER BY 
BLOOD. 


BACK THIS 
— | MORNING SO 
| I WOULD BE 


IN TIME TO | 
TASTE YOUR || 
BREAKFAST 


ኣ POISON. 
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| / 
у. 


IVE 
NEVER 
„4 SEEN THAT 
EXPRES- 
SION ON 
HER FACE 
BEFORE. 


30, Suirei 


En 


Ча‏ په 


NOTHING 

ESCAPES 

ФШЕЕМФ 
КЕЕМ 


4 СЕКТАМ 
OFFICIAL HAS 
EXPRESSED 

4 DESIRE 

ТО MEET. 

\ WITH. YOU. 


HEG THE 
REASON 
ያገሯ 
AVOIDED 
GOING 
ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE 
MILITARY. 


YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN || > 
HALFWAY AL... 

РОКЕ 


Y LHADA 
| FEELING 


НЕ WAS 
THE ONE 
JINSHI 
НАР ВЕЕМ 
TALKING 


THE MASTER 


/5 OUT, THE FOR 
AMOUNT OF SHORT TIME, ABOUT 
CLEANING ТУЕ СОМЕ „No 
GOES UP HE TAKES 70 LEARN тайна 
ALONG, THAT JINSHI Y 
HOT BATH HAS SOME 
THE DAY REGULAR ২২ 
PRIOR OBLIGATION + 
AND EVERY TWO 
BURNS WEEKS. 
INCENSE Ча - 
BEFORE Nez 
LEAVING. 


BE HAVING 
VEGETARIAN 
DISHES 
TONIGHT, 
SO DONT 
NIBBLE ON 
ANY MEAT 
OR FISH 


ITS 45 | 
IF WERE 
PURIFYING 
OUR- 
SELVES 


OF 
COURSE 
ID NEVER 
SAY SOME- 
THING 50 
UNCOUTH... 


BUT ARE 
EUNUCHS 
EVEN 
ALLOWED 
TO CONDUCT 
RELIGIOUS 
RITUALS? 


IF 
JINSHI IS 
OF NOBLE 
BIRTH, IT 
WOULDN'T 
FOR HIM TO 
PRESIDE OVER 
FUNCTIONS. 


SOMETHING 
FROM THE 
PHYSICIAN. 


IF 
WERE THIS 
THE TIME... 


THE 
INDIVIDUALS 
WHO UNDERGO 
арлы 
TEND ТО 
BE THOSE 
WHO LEAD 
RELIGIOUS 
CEREMONIES. 


Sue ANYWHERE | 
A PEEK NEAR YOU- | 
AT THE NON 
MEDICAL Weiten 
FACILITIES 

HERE 

WINS 

от 


SURE HIS 
SERVICES 


THE 
DISPENSARY 


/5 ON THE 
ITS EAST SIDE 
PROBABLY 
CLOSE 
TO THE 
MILITARY 
GROUNDS 
SINCE 
THEY RE 
ALWAYS 
GETTING 
HURT. 


BACK AT 
THE INNER 
PALACE, THE 
DISPENSARY 
15 А ЗНАМ 
UNDER THE 
QUACK’S 


MANAGE- 


OVER- 
WHELMING 
МУ SENSES... 


CABINET IN 
THE NEXT 
ROOM! 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING? 


„ТО 
PICK UP 
SOME 

MEDI- 


50 THIS 
COURT 
LADY - 
NAME /5 
SUIREI. 


MEDICINE 
TO REFILL 
THE ON- 
HAND 
SUPPLY 
AT THE 
GUARD- 
House. /j 


OH...I RAN 
INTO HER 


СОМЕ ТО 
THINK OF IT, 
WE WERE 
NEAR THE 
ў F MILITARY 
IF SHE Y WING THE 
WORKS LAST TIME 
mi THAT FOR WE МЕТ 
COULD BE THEM... 
WHY SHE 
SMELLED 
OF HERBS 
THEN. 


1 GUESS 
I CANT 
ESCAPE 
HER 
DISDAIN 
HERE 
EITHER. 


С eee i 


103 


INTO IT. 


1 
WON'T 
HAVE YOU 
SKIPPING 


CAN I 
GET YOU 
ANYTHING 
FROM THE 
PHYSICIAN 
TODAY? 


YOU'RE 
HIDING 
I CAN'T STRANGE 


ALLOW PLANTS 


THAT IN THE 
EITHER, ЗТОКЕ- 


I'M ROOM. 
AFRAID. 


IF YOU 
FIND YOUR 
ROOM TOO 
WE HAVE SMALL, WHY 
PLENTY NOT BRING 
OF EMPTY IT UP WITH 
ROOMS, THE YOUNG 
SO I'M MASTER? 
SURE HE'D 


INDULGE A 
YOU. 


FAR MORE 
FORMIDABLE 
THAN HONG- 
NIANG. 


d 


HE'S 
Å ALREADY 
é DENIEDIME 


IT 
WOULDN'T 
DO TO 
TREAT THE 
RESIDENCE 


OF A NOBLE 
LIKE MY OWN 
PERSONAL 
MEDICINE 


ВИТ 
RATHER 


IMPRESSION 
THAT SUCH 
THINGS 
DON'T 


= 


DIFFERENT , 
] FROM US. 


NO 


ONE, 
HIGH- 

докт poa 
YOU THINK WISE... 


| IT SILLY... 


“ЛО 
ВЕШЕУЕ 
THAT OUR 
BIRTHS 
ARE WHAT 
DEFINE 
US? 


„САМ 
KNOW WHAT 
LIFE HOLDS 
IN STORE 
FOR US, 
AFTER 
ALL. 


I SUPPOSE 
IT'S TIME 
TO GIVE YOU 
YOUR NEXT 
TASK. 
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IT 
WOULD BE 
EASY FOR 
SOMEONE 
ТО ROOT 
THROUGH 
THE BAGS 
ВЕТО WITHOUT 


I DONT 
MIND IF 
YOU PASS 
BY THERE, 
20 LONG 
AS THAT'S 
ALL YOU 
Do. 


DISPENSARY 
IS ON THE WAY 
TO THE TRASH 

PIT, RIGHT? 


SHE'S 
OUT то 
TORTURE 


„РО THE THUS 
MIGHTY 
NOBLES 
HAVE THEIR 
GARBAGE 
INCINERATED 
WITHOUT 
ANYONE 
RIFLING 
THROUGH 
THEIR DIRTY 
SECRETS. 


DOES THAT 
ILLUSTRIOUS 
PEACOCK HAVE 
TO MAKE 22 
MUCH TROUBLE 
FOR THE REST 
OF US? 


ዉ СУ 


THIS Да | 
SMELL! Ñ 
/ VÆR ИМЕ 


ኦ 


GINGER! — A 


WHATS 
/7 DOING 


AMONG 
WEEDS? 


THERE 5 
A LITTLE 


YONDER. 


HILL OVER 


WI 
Ў Wy 


SN Y 
5 Г 
- THIS / A = 
= MEDICINAL € 
| GARDEN! — 
A / I 
ІІ 


ке 


۱۱ 


\\ 


% 


HERBS АМР 
FLOWERS 
WITH THEIR 
CURIOUSLY 


STRONG 
ODORS... 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
DOING? 


| 5” 50 
YOU WERE 
GOING TO. 


IN WHAT \ 
KIND OF x 
PALACE 

WOULD NX 
YOU BE d 


LIABLE 
TO FIND 
FARMERS? 


| FARMERS VU gg 


JUST GET А Қ” 
HANKERING 
WHEN WE 
STUMBLE 
UPON A 
FERTILE 
SPOT OF | 
LAND! 


THIS ISN'T 
AN OFFICIAL 
LOCATION, 
SO YOU HAVE 
NO NEED 
TO FEAR MY 
REPRIMAND. 


| PHYSICIAN ৮: 
КЫ KNOWS IT'S 


2 YOU'VE 


Sys BEEN GIVEN 
Sëll Free REN 
e Ң OF THIS 
PLACE? 


I'M 
SIMPLY 
ALLOWED 
TO GROW 
WHATEVER 
I LIKE. 


DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE 
THE OVEKLY 
ENTHUSIASTIC 
TYPE. 


! QA N 


WHAT 
SHE 
LIKES? 


IM NOT 
REALLY 


GROWING? | 


А 
MEDICINE 
TO BRING 
SOMEONE 
BACK TO 
LIFE. 


BUT IT'S 
STILL А FAR WA 
CRY FROM 

THE OFT ۹ 


DESIRED WA 


CURE FOR № 
DEATH. 


А DRUG 
TO REVIVE 
THE DEAD. 


J 


MEDICINE 
WITH A 
SIMILAR 
EFFECT. © 


TRULY EXISTED, 

THEN I WOULD 

GIVE ANYTHING 
TO HAVE IT. 


፡ፐ 
WON'T 
ВЕ FOR 
ል LITTLE 
WHILE 
YET... 


„BUT 
I'LL BE 
PLANTING 
MORNING 
GLORIES 
HERE. 


۸ 
: ЖЕ, 


DAY то Mh 2 
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| 
Я 
| 
| 


| 
1 
je 


рсідер 


[ 


us 


Це) 


te 


ap 


| 


ат е 


MUST ВЕ 

SERIOUS 

IF HES 

GONE e 

OUT OF : THERE'S | 
HIS WAY TROUBLE 
TO COME AFOOT! 
АМР TELL > 3 


THE STORE- 
HOUSE? 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE ANOTHER 
STOREHOUSE 
WAS BURGLED 
AMID THE 
CHAOS. 


..MORE 
THAN ONE 
OF THEM 


DISCUSSED 
AWAY FROM 
PRYING ይ 
EARS. 


THE 
IFEEL | THING 15, 
HE TE ACTUALLY 
SH IN CHARGE 
T IT | THE OF THAT 
Fr ut Bk ATINGI FORMER STORE- 
HIS FAVORITE MANAGER. ра 
፦ SEAWEED AND САМЕ NOW. 
HAS YET TO DOWN WITH | 
REGAIN CON- A BAD CASE 
SCIOUSNESS. OF FOOD 
POISONING 


NOT TOO 
LONG 
AGO. 


50 HE'S 
IN NO SHAPE 
TO GET BACK 
TO WORK. 


| YES, 
THAT'S 


ёй >] TALKING ABOUT [`` 
у ..| THE GOURMET 
OFFICIAL WITH 


А TASTE FOR |. 
DELICACIES? |. 


A THEFT 
THAT, TOOK 


BEFORE 
THE GOURMET, PREVIOUS аа 
THERE WAS A MANAGER እ STOREHOUSE, 
HIGH-RANKING | 2 \ : 

OFFICIAL IN 
CHARGE FOR 
THE LONG 
TERM, BUT HE 
DIED LAST 
YEAR. 


AND I 
COULDN'T 
GET TOO 
MANY COINCI- 
DETAILS. | DENCE, 
INDEED. 


COULD 
YOU 
TELL ME 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
HIM? 
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THE OLD 
MAN WAS 
WELL-KNOWN 
WHAT FOR BEING 
WAS HIS ФТЕЛІТ- 
МАМЕ, LACED. 
AGAIN? 


ANYWAY, 
HE HAD 
А REAL 
SWEET 
TOOTH 
AND... 


WOULD You 

HAPPEN TO 

BE TALKING 

E ABOUT SIR 

ae KOUNEN? 
| LONGER 
| STORY. 


I FIRST 


pum CAME 
ACROSS 
Ee 96 SIR KOUNEN 
LAST YEAR... 


WHEN 
ATINSHI 
TOLD ME 
ABOUT 


BUT 
IF EACH DIED FROM 
OF THESE INGESTING 


SALT. 
WAS 
CAUSED 
INTENTION- 
ALLY... 


I TRIED 
TO GIVE 
IT BACK, 
BUT THE 
STOREKEEP 
WOULD HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH IT! 


«HE 
ESCORTED A 
LONE COURT 

LADY WHO 
WAS WALKING 
AROUND IN 
THE DEAD 
OF NIGHT TO 
THE PALACE 
GATES... 


IT'S 
LOGICAL 

WOULD TO THINK 
WANT TO THAT A 
MAKE USE SIMPLE 
OF SUCH STORE- 

A NICE 
PRESENT 

RIGHT 

AWAY. 


20 ABOUT 
THIS PIPE 
YOU LEFT 
WITH ME... 


HE TOLD 
ME HE 
RECEIVED 
IT FROM 


FINE MAKE, 
I THOVGHT 
IT WOULD 
BE SOME- 


THING HE 
TREA- 
SURED... 


AND 
SHE GAVE 
HIM THIS 
PIPE IN 
THANKS. 


„ГЕ WE IT 


“ЛО ASSUME WOULDN'T 
ЕЕ Es) THE COURT NECESSARILY 
IVER: У LADY GAVE ne BE 

THAT WOULD THE STORE- THE CASE, 


REDUCE 
KEEP THIG 
SECURITY PIPE... 


ON THE 
STORE- 
HOUSE 
SHE WAS 
AFTER... 


BUT... 


BUT 
IT WAS 
SO DARK 
THAT THE 
AND STOREKEEP 
SHE WAS ` COULDN'T 
WEARING REALLY MAKE 
A SCARF, | OUT HER 
WHAT WITH FACE. 
IT BEING 
WINTER 
AND ALL. 


THAT SHE 


HAD THE 
SMELL OF 
MEDICINE 

HANGING اا‎ „НЕ WAS 

ABOUT WEARING 


IT FOR THE 


We t PURPOSE OF 
SHE WAS 
HIDING HER 
TALLER FACE 
THAN . 


MOST 
WOMEN 


BASED 
ON WHAT HE 
SAID ABOUT 


YOU GOT HER HEIGHT, 

ANY IDEAS I KNOW IT 
ABOUT COULDN'T 

WHO SHE HAVE BEEN 
MIGHT YOU. 


BE? 


SMELLING 
OF МЕРІ- 
CINE... 


2 HAVE А 
PRETTY 
GOOD 

GUESS. 


ARE YOU 
TELLING ME 
THERE'LL BE 
SOMETHING 

TO FIND IF 

I START 

DIGGING?! 


I MEAN, 
ТНЕКЕ МЕ 
BEEN THINGS I 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
NOTICED IF YOU 
НАРМТ PUT ME 
ONTO THEM... 


[БАКИ JS 
HAZ GOOD 


ACCIDENT 
AND THE 
INCIDENTS 
WE'VE BEEN 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
ASIDE... 


HAVE YOU 
ENCOUNTERED 
ANYTHING ELSE 
UNUSUAL? 


WHAT IF 
SOMEONE 
LIKE OUR 

TALL COURT 
LADY 19 АТ 
ТНЕ СЕМТЕК 
OF IT ALL? 


2 
[8 


ST 


SUGGESTS zp 


THERE 54 
DELIBERATE 
INTENT AT 


90 LITTLE 
TO GO ON, 
ТНЕКЕ МО 
POINT IN 
IMPLICATING 
SUIREI 
NOW. 


MAYBE, 
MAYBE NOT. 
YOU NEVER 

KNOW. 


IT'S NOT 

UNCOMMON 
FOR TWO 

I\ THINGS TO 
СА HAPPEN 
COINCI- 

DENTAL LY. 


WHEN: 
YOU HAVE 
A SERIES 
OF COIN- 
CIDENCES, 
THOUGH... 


YOU'RE AS 
STUPIDLY 
STRONG AS 


PLEASE 
DON'T BE 
SO ROUGH 
WITH ME. 


АКО ТНАТ 
SOLDIER 
SEEM QUITE 
CHUMMY. 


HE SIMPLY 


i bed ies WANTED TO 
ALL IN FACT 
LINKED TO CONSULT WITH 
„ТНЕМ ۶ ME ABOUT 
ITALSO SOMETHING 
CONCERNS THAT WAS ON 
HIS MIND. 


JINSHI. 


THERE IS 
SOMETHING І 
WOULD LIKE 
TO DISCUSS 
WITH YOU. 


КАТНЕК 
THAN 
ACTIVELY 
ENSURING A 
SPECIFIC 


OCCURS 


«SOMEONE 


HAS SET 
NUMEROUS 


TRAPS AND 

15 PATIENTLY 

WAITING FOR 
THAT'S ANY ONE ОҒ 
HOW IT THEM ТО BE 
SEEMS SPRUNG. 
TO ME. 


AND 
WE САМТ 
DISCOUNT THE ¥ 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT THESE 
REALLY ARE 


DENCES. 


ITS 
HARD TO 
DETERMINE 
IF EACH 
INCIDENT 
HAPPENED 
BY CHANCE 
OR BY CAL- 
CULATION. 


AT THIS 
POINT, I'M 
UNCLEAR 
ON WHAT 
THEY'RE 

AFTER. 


50 YOU'RE 
OF THE MIND 
THAT THERE 
ARE OTHER 
TRAPS LYING 

IN WAIT? 


1 НЕАКР 
TELL OF 
SOMETHING 
INTERESTING 


.WHEN 
I WAS OUT 
VISITING 
MERCHANTS 
THE OTHER | 
РАУ. 


YOU'RE 
| NOT 


KEEN ON 
GETTING 


BUT A STICK MY 
SIMPLE JB IM JUST NOSE INTO 
MAID. | OBSERVANT THESE 
AND ON THINGS FOR 
OCCASION, 
MY OBSER- 


А РООК m 
APOTHECARY 


A 
FROM THE BEZOAR, 
PLEASURE WHICH /5 
DISTRICT “ФО ۶ А GALL- 
COULD TREATED 17% STONE 
SAID THAT FROM AN 


ONLY ONE OX, ۸ 
IN EVERY KIND OF 


NORMALLY А5 ONE 
NEVER EVEN OF THE 


HOPE TO RAREST 
LAY EYES ON, AND THOUSAND MEDICINE. 
MUCH LESS OWN, MOST OF THE 
SOMETHING SO VALUED АЈ BEASTS 
Е = PRODUCES 
ONE... 


DESIRABLE. 


CURES. 


WwW 


2 


ACTUALLY — 
GIVE МЕ Š 


NOW 
THERE'S THE 
ENTHUSIASM 

I WAS 


LOOKING 


WILL YOU 


nn TRULY LET 


“SA BEZOAR 
INIRETURN 


THE PALACE 
OVER THE 
YEARS ARE 
LISTED IN 
CLASSIFIED 
RECORDS. 


JINSHI 

AND THE 

OTHERS ARE 
OUT, SO I 
CAN TAKE 


MY TIME 
WITH MY 


жз RESEARCH. 


LET 
ME KNOW IF 
YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS. 


IFI 
REMEMBER 
CORRECTLY, 

THE MINISTRY 
OF RITES 
OVERSEES 
EDUCATION 
AND DIPLO- 

МАСУ; 


ОН, THAT'S 
THE ONE IN 
CHARGE OF 
RELIGIOUS 
RITUALS 
AND THE 
LIKE. 


THATS RIGHT. 
ሪ/ HAKU DID 
MENTION 
THE MAN WAS 
IN CHARGE 
OF RITUAL 
IMPLEMENTS. 


50 THE 
MINISTER 
WHO CAME 


DOWN WITH 


FOOD 


POISONING 
WAS FART OF 
THE MINISTRY 


OF RITES. 


EXCUSE 
ME, WHAT 
KIND OF 
GOVERN- 
MENT POST 
IS THIS 
ОКЕ? 


ገው THIS 
| REPORT 


THE 
INCIDENT 
FROM 
THE 
OTHER 
DAY. f 


PROBABLY 
BE SURER 
TO BE OF THIS 
ASHAMED HAD I TAKEN 
OF My MORE САКЕ 
/GNO- WITH MY 
RANCE STUDIES 


NOW. FOR THE 
OW COURT 
LADIES’ 

EXAM. 
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A ነ 
— D م‎ WERE BOTH 
DURING WN کا‎ y\ FROM THE OFFICIALS 


А KOUNEN- ` 

ሇች ОА AND THE 

k Las COMATOSE 

BEEN 
MINISTER 
Й) Ja TARGETED 
! ۲ 

THE FIRE... № 72 ри 7 777 INVOLVED 


WITH 
RITUALS. 


THE THEFT 
OF THE 
RITUAL 
IMPLE- 
MENTS... 


15212 
COINCIRENCES, 
ARE, ACTUALLY 


ВИТ ТНЕ RITUALS 


IMPLEMENTS THEMSELVES 
THAT WERE SO TAKE PLACE 
METICULOUSLY YEAR-ROUND. 

STOLEN... THERE'S | | SOME ARE 
NOTHING MAJOR, 
STRANGE OTHERS 
ARE ABOUT MINOR. 

RESERVED 4 THEM. 

FOR USE IN < 

MID-SCALE а 

RITUALS OR | 

GRANDER. 


HE TOLD 
ME I WAS 
FREE FOR 

THE DAY 
20 WHEN 

I GET 
BACK, 
ያሄራ፦ 


WESTERN 
EDGE OF 
THE OUTER 
COURT IS 
A PLACE 
CALLED THE 
TEMPLE OF 
THE AZURE 
SKY. 


ITS СОК- 
STRUCTION 
15 QUITE 
UNUSUAL. 


نن 


ITD 
PROBABLY 
BE EASIER 

TO JUST 

ASK HIM 

ABOUT 
THIS. 


IF YOU'RE 
INTERESTED 
IN RITUALS, 
I HAVE JUST 
THE THING 

FOR YOU! 


JINSHI 
OFTEN 
PER- 
FORMS 
RITUAL 
ABLU- 
TIONS. 


ТНЕУ 
DANCE 
IN THE 
SMOKE 
OF THE 
INCENSE 
BURNING 
THEY'RE |М THE 
SAID TO BRAZIER. 
BECOME 
Å PRAYERS 
AND ASCEND 
TO HEAVEN. 


/ OHH, THAT 
EXPLAINS 


IM BEING 
TREATED 
TO. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


NEW 
INSCRIPTIONS 
ARE ADDED 
WITH EACH 
RAISING AND 
LOWERING OF 

THE BEAM. 


„Вит 
I'M GLAD 
IT TURNED 
OUT OKAY. 


ТНЕКЕ 5 
SOME 
SORT OF 
WRITING 
ON THEM, 
ISN'T 
THERE? 


THEY'RE 
WORDS 
OF CEL- 
EBRATION. 


-- 


РАК МОКЕ 
RESPECT- 
ABLE JOB 
AT THE 
MINISTRY 
OF RITES, 
YOU SEE. 


THEY TOOK 
GREAT PAINS 
TO SUSPEND 
A GIANT 
METAL BEAM 
FROM THE 
CEILING... 


FROM 
WHICH 
BANNERS 
HANG DOWN 
ABOVE THE 
CENTRAL 
ALTAR. 


BEFORE 
I CAME 
TO THE 

ARCHIVES 


WORRIED 
ABOUT ITS 
STRENGTH 
AT FIRST... 


WHEN І > н 
WARNED МУ 

CENTRAL 

SUPERIORS BEAMS 


Tu RAISED AND 


I WAS 
DEMOTED LOWERED... 


AND ENDED 
UP HERE. „ВУ 


А ЕОРЕ 
THAT RUNS 
THROUGH A 
PULLEY ON 
MASSIVE THE CEILING 
PIECE OF b 
METAL, SO ANCHORED 
IT'S SCARY сс 
ТО IMAGINE FE 
WHAT MIGHT 
HAPPEN IF 


IT FELL. 
THAT 15 ЛӘ)! 
INDEED | 


A у 
А ЗСАКУ 
THOUGHT. 


PERSON IN 
THE MOST 
DANGER „AND FITTINGS 
WOULD ВЕ THE AND FAS- 
THE ONE ተደመ 
ВЕАМ 
STANDING aa sa 
DIRECTLY FELL 
BELOW IT, FROM BREAK... 
PERFORMING | THE 
THE RITUAL. 


IN THE 
| EVENT OF 
| AMID- OR 
LARGE- 
SCALE 
RITUAL, 
THE VICTIM 
WOULD BE 
SOMEONE 
REASONABLY 
HIGH UP 
IN THE 
PECKING 
ORDER. 


ВИТ ТНАТ 
COULD PROVE 
A COMPELLING 
MOTIVE FOR 
THE THEFT OF 
TAS THE RITUAL 
IF SUCH | < IMPLEMENTS. 
IMPORTANT 
IMPLEMENTS | | 
ARE LOST... 3 


WHEN 


WILL THE ٣٢ 
NEXT | 
RITUAL 
AT THIS 
LOCATION 
BE HELD? 
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WHY, 
TODAY, I 
| BELIEVE. 


ALL ፡- چ-‎ SEEMINGLY 
LEADING A ARBITRARY 


\ TRAPS WERE 


ШРАТОЇТНІЄ f | | 
| | SPRUNG... 


٢-٢٣ 


4 ' ~ 
$ 2 
di 


=3 


Е JECTURE 
— ON MY 


col | 
МУ SUSPI- 
t CIONS ARE SE 
CORRECT... «В 


me THERE LL 
BEAFIRE 
NEAR THE 
ANCHORS/ 


PLEASE 
LET ME 
PASS. 


ARE YOU, 
LOWLY 
DRUDGE, 
TO ІКТЕЕ- 


AG A MAID, 
I HAVE NO 


I CANT SAY ር Ty ው hone YOU'RE 
WITHOUT A | GITE?! NOT GOING 
DOUBT THAT is ANYWHERE. 
ANYTHING THE RITUAL 
ВАР WILL ISN'T OVER 
HAPPEN YET! 


EITHER. 


С. 
САМА 


ALWAYS BY THE 
TOO TIME WE 
LATE. 
ы REALIZE 
E „THAT WHAT 


| 45 DONE 
CANNOT BE 
_ UNDONE... 


THAT'S 


[ NOT FOR 

YOU TO 

TRY DECIDE! 
DROPPING 


A LETTER 
INTO A GOT Gm , 
SUGGES-  SOME- | PLEASE DANGER ki 


TION BOX 
FIRST! 


STOP THE 
RITUAL! 


" 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
REGRET NOT 
LETTING 


ESPECIALLY 
IF YOU KEEP 
DENYING THE 
REALITY OF 
THE SITUATION 
NOW THAT I'VE 
EXPLAINED 
HOW GRAVE 
IT REALLY 19. 


OHH! 
WAIT! 
I THINK 
I GET IT 
NOW. 


YOU, 
SIR, ARE 
IN LEAGUE 
WITH THE 
VILLAIN 
RESPON- 
SIBLE 
FOR THE 
VANDALISM 
OF THE 


I'VE 
FOUND 
A FATAL 
FLAW 
IN THE 
IT May ALTAR. 
HAVE BEEN 
KNOWINGLY 
DESIGNED 
THAT WAY. 


YOU'RE 
DELAYING 
ME HERE 

PRECISELY 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 

WAITING FOR 

SOMETHING 

TO HAPPEN, 
AREN'T 

YOU? 


VISION'S 
GONE 


WHITE. 


EN 


AFTER ZI: 
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А МАЛОЕ. — 


RITUAL WON'T 
GRIND TO A 
АНА JUST m m 


BECAUSE OF | MAKING 
«Р SOME MINOR | TROUBLE 


WON'T 
DISTURBANCE. | ДОМ 


শি We 


I САМТ GO 
FAINTING 


I TRUST ኒ 
YOU'VE 
GOTTEN 


PLEASE 
LET ME 
PASS. 


| 


І ҒА/ АМР 
SOMETHING 
HAPPENS... 


ከት 


1 


IT WILL 


ОРЫ መ. | SOMBONE 
o ብ ' 7 NUN 
784 L (W Dray IMPORTANCE 
ЧИ IS IN THERE, 
ANYTHING ( Š ER 
HAPPEN | | RIGHT?! 


LOOK, 


PLEASE 
JUST LET 3 WON'T 

ME PASS! EVEN ASK 
PRETEND ም ы Та 

YOU NEVER TOP THE 
RITUAL! 


! 
ሬልሃ ል SAW МЕ! 


MOUSE 
ACCIDEN- 
TALLY 
SLIPPED 


OF 
COURSE... 


| 


መይ 
HAVE EVERY 


WHY 


SHOULD I | | 
HEED THE к INTENTION OF 
BABBLING 6 
OF ል NOSY | ман... 


LITTLE 
GIRL LIKE 
YOU? 


4 5 
-FOR DEATH А 
BY POISON: 2 
RATHER THAN A 
BEHEADING, 7 
IF POSSIBLE. ж 


„НОМ 
АВОЦТ 
| HEEDING 
| MY WORDS 
NÅ INSTEAD? 


IN 


HITTING 
A YOUNG 
WOMAN? 
THERE'S 

NO PLACE 
FOR THAT 


ANYWAY, 

WHY DON'T 
YOU DO AS 
SHE ASKS? 


رر 


DOESN'T Z 
MATTER 
WHO 15 
LENDING = 
HIS VOICE ` 


Фе mmm >») Yi gx оо е 
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መሙ” << 
ሮው ጋረ 


መሬው 


EI 


oo... 


• 
: 
H 
е 
Н 
Н 
е 


ki 


THATLL 
od! REQUIRE 
STITCHES. 


ERM, 
HOW DID 
WE GET 
INTO THIS 

MESS? 


WHAT'S 
HE DOING 
HERE? 


MAY 
Т» 


HAVE МУ 
BEZOAR 
NOW? 


WHAT'S 
BECOME 
OF YOUR 

FACE? 


WHY 15 
HE LOOKING 
AT ME LIKE 
THAT? 


< 
ті 
- 
= 
„< 
= 
= 
Lë 
е 
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Thanks for reading 
“2 г PA The Apothecarv Diaries, 
7 < Volume €! 
Ay an There are times when things 
hp like the panel layouts and angles 
drastically differ from Nanao’s 
Ge storyboards during the drawing 
process. The dialogue stays the 
same, though. It’s thanks to her 
storyboards guiding me that I 
can have even more fun with the 
balance of the panels, the design, 
and the process of drawing.* 
She checks everything over too, 
of coursels' 


From the artist, 
Nekokurage 


SPECIAL THANKS. 


Waka Takase, Rie Shiroi, 105, Asaha, Shura 
Yamada, Hamano, Kai Kazaha, Tomiko 


My editor, you, the readers, and everyone 


else involved 


С-да» 


је 
I 


Itsuki Nanao 


ር 
| { Natsu Hyuuga 


Touco Shino 


DREG RIES 


| feel like a whole lot happened in this 
volume. And things are about to get 
- = even more interesting from here 
See you next time! 
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